
ITEM C5 

OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER 
(910) 341-7810 | FAX (910)341-5839 

TDD (910)341-7873 

8/15/2017 

City Council 
City Hall 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 

Dear Mayor and Councilmembers: 

Attached for your consideration is a resolution directing the City Manager to pursue a joint community 
development project with the United States Green Building Council (USGBC) and Community 
Enrichment Initiatives, Inc. to enhance the Martin Luther King Center (MLK) kitchen for the purpose 
of enriching current programming. 

In 2013, the City of Wilmington entered into an agreement with Community Enrichment Initiative, Inc., 
(CEI) a local nonprofit association to augment programming at the MLK Center. 

The USGBC was established in 1993 to help advance better buildings in everyday lives with a mission 
to promote sustainability-focused practices in the building and construction industry.  USGBC’s 
ADVANCE campaign helps community-based organizations apply effective green building strategies 
that meet their goals.  It builds upon industry-best practices and leadership standards to increase access 
to green business tools, resources and expertise for community-based organizations.  USGBC’s 
Community Advancement works with a diversity of community and faith-based partners to identify 
ways to engage new, underserved and underrepresented audiences; and develops campaigns to help 
community-based organizations apply effective and cost efficient green building strategies. 

In 2016, USGBC/ADVANCE began meeting with City staff and representatives from CEI with a goal 
of improving the kitchen in the MLK Center, assessing overall facility energy uses and identifying 
sustainable landscape practices in Robert Strange Park.  The energy audit was completed in June, 
2017.  Energy audit notes, observations and cost-saving opportunities were reported.  Cape Fear 
Community College representatives and the City’s Sustainability Manager were also involved in that 
project. 

Community Center needs were documented and a vision for a commercial grade kitchen was identified 
as a priority.  A community charrette was held that engaged stakeholders and industry experts.  City 
staff, including Recreation and Buildings’ staff have met regularly to discuss the initiative. 

The USGBC/ADVANCE, in collaboration with CEI, has submitted a proposal to the City of  
Wilmington staff to renovate the existing center kitchen to a full commercial kitchen.  The goals of the 
project are to have a facility that enhances current youth programming; promote job opportunities 
through food service training, and culinary classes; and provide a space for start-up culinary businesses. 
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If this resolution is adopted, the USGBC/ADVANCE would seek outside funding necessary to convert 
the current kitchen at MLK to an energy efficient, commercial grade kitchen.  Passage of the resolution 
does not obligate the City to contribute financially to the kitchen conversion or imply any type of 
commitment to, or acceptance of USGBC/ADVANCES’s assessment of the MLK Center kitchen, 
energy audit recommendations or sustainable landscape recommendations. 

This action will support the City Council Focus Areas of Engage in Civic Partnerships, Create a Safe 
Place, and Provide Sustainability and Adaptability. 

Passage of the attached Resolution is recommended. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sterling B. Cheatham, 
City Manager 
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Resolution City Council 
City of Wilmington 

North Carolina 

Date: 8/15/2017 Introduced By:  Sterling B. Cheatham, City Manager 

Resolution Directing the City Manager to Pursue a Joint Community Development Project 
with the United States Green Building Council to Enhance the City’s Martin Luther King 
Community Center Building to Enhance Programming and Job Skills Training [Budget 

Impact n/a] 

LEGISLATIVE INTENT/PURPOSE: 

The United States Green Building Council (USGBC) was established in 1993 to help advance 
better buildings in everyday lives with a mission to promote sustainability-focused practices in 
the building and construction industry.  USGBC’s ADVANCE campaign helps 
community-based organizations apply effective green building strategies that meet their goals. 

In 2013, the City of Wilmington entered into an agreement with Community Enrichment 
Initiative, Inc., (CEI) a local nonprofit association to augment programming at the MLK Center. 

The USGBC/ADVANCE, in collaboration with CEI, has submitted a proposal to the City of 
Wilmington staff to renovate the center’s existing kitchen to a full commercial kitchen.  The 
goals of the project are to have a facility that enhances current youth programming; promote job 
opportunities through food service training, culinary classes and provide a space for 
entrepreneurial endeavors for start-up culinary businesses. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

THAT, the City Manager is hereby authorized to pursue a joint community development project 
with the United States Green Building Council, Inc. for a conversion of the Martin Luther King 
Center’s kitchen to a commercial grade kitchen to support enhanced programming to include 
job opportunities through food service training, culinary classes and as a space for 
entrepreneurial endeavors for start-up culinary businesses. 

Bill Saffo, Mayor 

Adopted at a ________________ meeting 
on ____________________ 2017 
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ATTEST: 

Penelope Spicer-Sidbury, City Clerk 



 

EVERY PERSON DESERVES  
BETTER, BRIGHTER, HEALTHIER PLACES 

TO LIVE, WORK, LEARN AND PLAY. 
 
USGBC’s ADVANCE campaign helps community-based organizations apply effective green building 
strategies that meet their goals. It builds upon industry best practices and leadership standards to 
increases access to green business tools, resources and expertise for community-based organizations. 
Through a series of targeted events and activities, organizations are teamed up with green building 
professionals who volunteer to help you identify, prioritize and implement effective and cost-efficient 
strategies that lead to improved health, efficiency and environmental performance.  
 
ADVANCE helps organizations to: 

 
 Define the value of sustainability in your own terms 
 Build a ‘green team’ within your organization 
 Assess your current level of sustainability and provide tools to measure your success 
 Set clear goals and a develop a comprehensive plan of action 
 Implement effective strategies that meet your short and long term goals 
 Connect with green building professionals who can support your efforts 
 Access tools, resources and training to enhance your success 
 Celebrate your achievements and pursue leadership certifications 

 
The ADVANCE campaign supports all types of community organizations seeking to maximize their 
building potential and performance.  
 

Contact us USGBCcommunity@usgbc.org or 
usgbc.wufoo.com/forms/advance-inquiries/ 
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